CenoBots hit the halls: Lakeside
deploys autonomous cleaning robots
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The Lakeside School Dis-
trict has begun using auton-
omous cleaning robots in
each of its school buildings to
improve cleanliness, reduce
costs and support custodial
staff.

The district purchased two
robots per campus — each
customized to suit the build-
ing’s size and layout — over
the summer and is current-
ly piloting them before fully
deploying them for daily use
this school year.

The robots, called Cen-
oBots, use artificial intelli-
gence and sensor technology
to clean hallways, cafeterias
and other large common ar-
eas on their own.

The rollout is part of a
broader effort, championed
by Superintendent Bruce
Orr and Assistant Superin-

tendent Mathew Thornton,
to prioritize safe, well-main-
tained learning environ-
ments, according to Lakeside
Director of Support Services
Anthony Brunet. Part of that
process, he said, was finding
more efficient ways to man-
age cleaning.

“We have been in contact
with several schools trying to
figure out, you know, what's
the best balance in doing
that?” Brunet said. “We spoke
to a couple of vendors that
started showcasing some au-
tomation, and it really piqued
our interest. We started look-
ing at that and kind of put it
to pen and paper — what that
looks like, purchasing those,
and what do they do versus
a human?”

While the robots can
clean any space as needed,
their main function, he said,
is to clean hallways and other

large areas so that custodial
staff can focus on deep clean-
ing restrooms, classrooms
and smaller spaces.

“They do everything on
their own. They undock and
g0 to the area to be cleaned,
and then once they're done,
they go back to their station
to recharge, and they dump
all their waste and refill with
cleaning solution, and they’re
ready for the next day. They
are 100% accurate. They go
straight lines, they don’t wa-
ver, and they show up every
day,” he said.

“We are the first school in
Arkansas that has purchased
robots for every building on
campus. And so we are very
excited and thankful the
school board and our leader-
ship team are putting our fa-
cilities first and making sure

See ROBOTS, Page 3A

CenoBots use artificial intel-
ligence and sensor technolo-
gy to clean hallways, cafete-
rias and other large common
areas in schools and com-
mercial facilities. (The Sen-
tinel-Record/Donald Cross)
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everything is safe and clean.
We want our community
to have great experiences
when they come on campus,
to have clean facilities and
be one of the best-looking
buildings and campuses in
the state of Arkansas.”

Each bot is programma-
ble to specific zones and can
also be controlled manually.
Once school starts Aug. 11,
they will begin their dai-
ly work at the end of each
school day, completing a full
building clean in about two
to three hours, depending on
square footage.

While the upfront costs
are significant — rang-
ing from about $20,000 to
$40,000 per robot — Bru-
net said the district expects
long-term savings. The dis-
trict has reduced its need
for outsourced janitorial
staff. Local company Myers
Facility Maintenance Supply
helped the district calculate
cost-benefit comparisons

A CenoBot autonomous cleaning robot is shown in action
at Lakeside High School on July 24. (The Sentinel-Record/

Donald Cross)

based on building square
footage and staffing needs.

Brunet sees the program
as a first step toward broad-
er automation across schools
and other large facilities. He
and Thornton recently at-
tended a conference showcas-
ing wearable Al tools that as-
sist with hygiene compliance,
such as glasses that identify
appropriate cleaning materi-
als for different surfaces.

“I do think it’s a step in

the right direction because
it also helps your custodians
and humans have longevity
in their careers, because you
still need a human to manage
it and operate that, but it also
does tasks that kind of wear
your body down as a human.
So I do see schools, hospitals,
all these big spaces that take
a long time to clean properly
(go to it), and that way, you
can be more detail-oriented
with your cleaning,” he said.




